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. Please maintain a respect for nature when you come to observe our animals,
plants, geology, topography,climate, and other natural beauties.

Stay on the path. Avoid polluting the streambeds and other fragile environments.

Within the recreation area, please wear clothing suitable to the environment, wide-

brimmed hats, and sports shoes. Be alert against snakes, bees, and mosquitoes

at all times.

4. Take care and keep quiet. Do not disturb the wildlife.

5. Fast-running River Hidden Current. For your safety, please do not enter or go near
the water.

6. No Smoking and No Pets.
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Geology and Hydrology

Atypical high mountain river valley, Basianshan National Forest Recreation Area lies
at the confluence of Shihwun and Jiabao creeks. These winding rivers tumble through
the Area, over and around fallen rocks to create exquisite views. The east bank of
Shihwun Creek is composed of gravel and sand. From the structure of the exposed
gravel bed, we can clearly see how upstream rocks and boulders have been washed
down, e‘rodgi-gnci: deposjted by the river over time. The west bank is cross-bedded
sandstone and shale. It reveals the natural beauty of rock deposition. Sheltered by
intact forest, both Sb.ilgwug and Jiabao creeks have excellent water quality. The

fam spring water is abundant all year round and is inhabited by a rich diversity of
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Basianshan National Forest Recreation Area is located in Heping
District, Taichung City. The name 'Basian’', meaning 'Eight

Immortals', sounds like the Chinese for 8,000, which is the elevation in
Taiwan feet of Basianshan Main Peak (2,424 meters). The climate and
altitude are well-suited to forest growth and the region has abundant
cypress reserves. Originally developed Basian Forestry Center and
Jiabaotai Timber Yard by the Japanese, Basianshan played an
important role in the development of Taiwan's forestry industry.
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There are two hiking trails within the Forest Recreation Area. One

takes just half a day. It climbs wooden steps past the Plant Specimen
Garden, Jinghai Temple, the Ecology Classroom, the Shinto Shrine
ruins, and then back round to the Eight Scenic Spots Monument. The
other is more challenging and requires a whole day to complete. It
starts at the Eight Scenic Spots Monument and takes visitors through
the Cherry Blossom Forest via the Forest Gazebo, along the road and
then back to the Visitors Center. As you stroll along, take time to
admire the tall mountains and green forests that surround you; listen
to the chirruping birdsong and the sound of the river nearby; breathe in
the fragrance of the forest; and open your heart. Although Taiwan's
glorious logging past is long gone, sections of forest railway and
transportation equipment are a reminder of those days.
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Half'day Tour Please follow the orange dotted line.

Visitor Center— Second Parking Lot— Jinghai Temple — Ecological Classroom— Bamboo Forest— Ruins of Jinja— Bajing Monument— Second Parking Lot— Visitor Center

One-day Tour Please follow the orange and blue dotted line. +HEE Observation Deck — Wangyue Gazebo —
Visitor Center— Second Parking Lot— Jinghai Temple — Ecological Classroom — Bamboo Forest— Ruins of Jinja { Second Parking Lot— Visitor Center
Access-free Trail Cherry Forest— Access Road — First Parking Lot. —

Visitor Center
Visitor Center— Ecological pool — Access-free Trail — Observation Deck — Visitor Center
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Bird and Butterfly Living Classroom

Look! The whistling bird jumping from branch to branch, is it a Black-naped blue
monarch (Hypothymis azurea), a Taiwan yuhina (Yuhina brunneiceps), or a Grey-
chinned minivet (Pericrocotus solaris)? Listen closely and you will discover other
songsters of the forest The birds darting beside the rushing stream below are no
less spectacular. If you follow the different melodies, you will catch glimpses of
Taiwan whistling thrushes (Myophoneus insufaris), Brown dippers (Cinclus pallasii),
and Plumbeous water redstarts (Rhyacornis fuliginosus). Butterflies also come and
dance at the water's edge, flitting from flower to flower as they too make their way
through Basianshan.

The Varied tit (Parus varius) is much shyer than other members of the chickadee
family. They mainly inhabit the upper reaches of the forest and are a feature of
Basianshan. In 2005, the Dongshih Forest District Office of the Forestry Department
began building wooden nest boxes for small Passeriformes species like the Rufous-
faced warbler (Abroscopus albogularis), the Varied tit, the Green-backed tit (Parus
monticolus), and the Taiwan yellow tit (Parus holstii) that use tree holes to nest and
breed. Three years later, eight Varied tit chicks have been successfully reared to
adulthood in the nest boxes. Stand under the nest boxes and feel the power of life.
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Basianshan Speaks of the Past

Basianshan was one of Taiwan's three major logging centers during the Japanese
Occupation, alongside Alishan and Taipingshan. At first, timber was felled and
transported using skidways and floated down the Dajia River. Subsequently,

cableways were used to transport logs down to Jiabaotai from where they were taken

to Tu-Niou via forest railway. At the peak of the logging industry, Basianshan

Forestry Center was a bustling commercial center with offices, a guesthouse, school

and related infrastructure. Today, all that remains are fragments of timber, disused
pools and stoves, and sections of train track and transportation equipment.
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