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GuanWu 7
National Forest Recreation Area
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Hsinchu Forest District Office

03-5224163
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Guanwu National Forest Recreation Area
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| Beauty of Guanwu
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Guanwu National Forest Recreation Area which is located on the border between
Wauteng Township, Hsinchu County, and Taian Township, Miaoli County, contains
a variety of terrains ranging from 2,000 to 2,500 meters in alttude.
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The Yebakan River, which is located south to Guanwu, belongs to Tougian River
basin. On the north side, the Madala River belongs to the Daan River basin, and
it's the catchment area of Liyutan Reservior. With abundant water resources and
intense stratigraphic changes, many waterfalls, including Baxian Waterfall,
Jhenshan Waterfall, Guanwu Waterfall and Dongxian Waterfall, appeared.
Benefitting from the interactions of terrains and air currents, the magnificent
mountains with its distinctive beauty are highlighted through the surrounding
clouds and fogs. Abundant water vapor coming from the ocean tums the
mountains into a multi-faceted and glowing diamond, and simultaneously forms
the best prepared stage for sunrise as well as sunset.
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At 7.8K of the Dalu Forest Road, the Baxian
‘Waterfall can be seen in the valley, with plenty water
flowing all year round. Baxian Waterfall resembles the
Chinese character “j\” (eight) in shape, and thus gets its
name.

2 b AU EARRSLT 1
FIRZE B FRURIEHHAL - KL ROBHIIIA 1 - BB F RN
TEWS ; HPHEE R ITERER » RTEBS ; RBMARK - %58
il s & 9 INles
The landscape at Guanwu changes with seasons, the Holy Ridges floating on the
sea of clouds, and Formosan Cypresses showcasing their vigorous postures over
thousands of years. In spring, the mountains with scattered sprouts are decorated
with fiery red Taiwan Cherries as well as pink-white Yushan Rhododendrons. In
summer, flowers bloom like a brocade and present a flourishing scene of
prosperity. In autumn, red maple leaves fall like shooting stars at night. In winter,
the Holy Ridge Trail covered in snow contrast to the green mountains is definitely
remarkable. All of these are distinctive views only available in Guanw,
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Come Here First to
Know Guanwu

WD Visitor Center
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The visitor center offers recreation information and general inquiry services.

Through the interior display and interactive commentary, visitors could leam the

features, unique natural resources, forestry history, and local culture of this area.

You may also take a rest in the lounge area to enjoy reading.
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Guanwu Salamander Ecology
Center
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This ecology center covers ll aspects of Guanwu Salamander,

including its habitats, characteristics,habits, geographical distribution and
ecological crisis they face. Additionally, the habitat restoration experience and
current progress are presented here as well.
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Through the tour guides, visitors can gain a deep insight into Guanwu Salamander
, a valuable living fossil that has existed on earth for more than 180 million years.

HIPEE  Holy Ridge

CERE ARSI © (AT 2211 5 ST - SR
B - % TR, -

Facing the southeast of Guanwu, visitors can overlook Snow Mountain stretching
away into the distance. The ridgeline between Dabajian Mountain and Snow
Mountain is called “Holy Ridge.”
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With an elevation of 3,492 m, Mt. Dabajian is
Kknown for its steep grade, beautiful
surroundings and rugged terrains, and is one
of the top three steepest peaks in Taiwan.

M. Dabajian is also the holy mountain respected by the Atayal and Saisiyat tribes.
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‘Wushe Cherry

(Prunus taiwaniana)
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The Wushe Cherry outside of the Guanwu Cabins is nearly 100 years old. Every
March, its white blooming flowers always attract many visitors to come.
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Cryptomeria Forest
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§ The man-made forest at Guanwu was mainly
planted with Cryptomeria, Taiwania and
Large-leaved China-fir. The forest form is
jeous.
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Among the four major industries, forestry was the prime one to trigger economic
growth in Zhudong region. After the retrocession of Taiwan, the development in
‘Guanwu had begun. The Forestry Zhudong Forest

Area by merging the management scope of Taiwan Development Co., Ltd. and
Uematsu Co., Ltd. Zhudong Branch. Taipinshan Forest Management Area was on
its north side, and Basianshan Forest Management Area o the south.
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In 1965, Guanwu Station was set up, and the primary business was forestry,
afforestation, and forest management. Direct operations in the Guanwu area was
shut down in 1984. In 1989, Guanwu Station was renamed to “Guanwu Branch,
Zhudong Station, Hsinchu Forest District Office” ; other than its original practices,
its scopes extended further to sustainable forest management, and recreational
activities. In 1995, Guanwu National Forest Recreation Area was established, and,
by means of sharing the abundant ecological resources and natural landscaping, it
is dedicated to promoting as well as ecological
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Guanwu Villa

B L ROKHERRHACES (28K) + IR =
JabRBERIN P TR G S PR (R TR
i B 2 RO R A E T B <

Guanwu Villa , originally the employee dormitory of Forestry Bureau, is situated

atthe end of Dalu Forest Road (28K). In order to meet the demands of housing for
tourists, it was renovated to catering and accommodation facilities.

AT : 037-268818 https://www.guanwuvilla.com
TEL : 037-268818 https://www.guanwuvilla.com
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Kuaishan Big Trees Trail
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Distance : 4 km
Travel time 2.5 hrs
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Difficulty : % %
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Guanwu Waterfall Trail
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Distance : 1.5Km
Travel time  1.5hrs.
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This trail gently meanders on the
northern hillside of Kuaishan, allowing
visitors to survey Wuzhishan and
Enhgongjishan along the way. Five
thousand-year-old giant Formosan
Cypresses stand tall and upright
among other trees along the trai,
which was renovated from old timber
transportation cart tracks.
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With a 280 m altitude difference, the
trail stretches through the forests. The
broadleaf trees along on the trail are
extremely lush and thick, most of
them in the family Fagaceae. At the
end of the trai is the splendid
Guanwu Waterfall pouring down the
valley.
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Jhenshan Trail
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Distance : 4.13Km
Travel time  4hrs
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This trail features open views, chirping
birds, and flowers that blossom all
year long. Once you climb up to the
peak, the view of continuous Snow
Mountain Ridge, Shei-pa Mountain
peaks, and Holy Ridge Trail are
extraordinary.
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Yunwu Trail
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Distance : 846m
Travel time : 30mins
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‘The loop-shaped plank road is nice
and easy to walk on and s the ideal
trail to admire the Holy Ridge ,
mountain peaks, mist and clouds.
This elevated plank road was built
with plenty of room undemeath for
animal to pass through, and also
preserves the living space for the
wildiife.
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Honeymoon Path
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Distance : 450m
Travel time : 20mins
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Difficulty : %
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Bird-watching Trail
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Distance : 650m
Travel time : 30mins

B < kk

Difficulty : %

252500 2 Y LA
LLISHE » D58 I B 8 A M Y S )
BBk - 338 BT 25 £ RS
T - ERFEM LT -

The trail connects the Kuaishan Big
Trees Trail and Guanwu Cabin. The
primitive path meanders through lush
woods, filled with refreshing
phytoncides and oxygen, making it a
cozy, pleasant hiking trail.
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This trail stretches through forests
consisting of coniferous and broadieaf
trees. The abundant plants and
layered forest structures make this
trail the best habitat for birds.
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Guanwu Broad-tailed
Swallowtail Major Habitat
This refuge is located at 1K on the east branch of
Dalu Forest Road and occupies an area of 23.5
hectares with elevation between 1,900~2,000 m.
This is the first wildlife refuge in Taiwan focusing on
insects and aimed to protect Taiwan Sassafras, the
only food for the larvae of Board-trailed Swallowtail .
It was named “Guanwu Broad-tailed Swallowtail
Major Habitat" as, mandqed by the Forestry Bu(eau
e\ in 2900%&5@ on the Wildiife Conse n\@ 1}
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Guanwu Salamander Habitat

Guanwu Salamander originally inhabited
Kuaishan Big Trees Trail and the west branch of
Dalu Forest Road. Due to their rarity and the
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Guanwu Formosan Salamander, Taiwan Sassafras, and Wheelstamen Tree
are the three wildlife species in Guanwu that have already lived in Taiwan
since the Ice Age.
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Guanwu Formosan
Salamander (Hynobius fuca)
In 1996, Guanwu Formosan Salamander was first discovered in Guanwu area.
The back of this unique creature is black with small white dots with a small
and flat tail and a total length of only 10 cm. They enjoy a moist environment
with low temperature and typically search for food at the humus layer or under
rocks. They are definitely adorable and precious living fossils.
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Taiwan Sassafras
(Sassafras randaiense)
Taiwan Sassafras, endemic to Taiwan, is found in the Central Mountains
Range between 1,800 to 2,500 m. Despite of its wide distribution, it is rather
easily replaced by other tree species in the successional process. Hence, the
large forest of Taiwan Sassafras in Guanwu is very rare.
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Wheelstamen Tree
(Trochodendron aralioides)
The structure of the wheelstamen Tree is very special. It has the shape of a
broadleat tree, but without any vessel . It is the only broadleat tree that owns
tracheid. Judging by the tree structure, wheelstamen Tree is between a conifer
and a broadeaf tree.
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Blue Tiger Butterfly, Glassy Bluebottle, Papilio hopponis, Highland Red-belly
Swallowtail are the many kinds of butterflies here during the summer time.If

lucky enough, you may run into the rare Broad-tailed Swallowtail in June.
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Broad-tailed Swallowtail

(Agehana maraho)

Since Broad-tailed Swallowtails were excessively captured and their habitats
are shrinking rapidly, they are facing extinction and thus listed as an
eendangered species. Taiwan Sassafras is the food for the larvae of Broad-
tailed Swallowtail. In order to restore this valuable species, Taiwan Sassafras
is preserved and protected in Guanwu to keep Broad-tailed Swallowtail flying
and dancing.
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. Yushan
Guanwu is located in the mid-altitude fog belt and s categorized as & Rhododendron
warm temperate conifer-broadieaf mixed forests. The coniferous trees
‘mostly consist of Taiwan Red Cypress, Taiwan Hinoki and Taiwan Red Pine,
while the broad-leaved trees, Lauraceae and Fagaceae. There are also other
‘mid-altitude trees like Formosan Michelia, Wheelstamen Tree, and Taiwan Red
Maple that can be seen in this area.
The most unique plants in Guanwu are Taiwan Sassafras and Impatiens devoli.
Taiwan Sassafras is the primary food source for the larvae of the endangered
Broad-tailed Swallowtail. The large distribution of Impatiens devoliiin this area is
extremely rare and priceless in the world.

FERAE=HREMNRLE  BRERYEE - BEaEBLEBAIESD | MLTERZEX R B Touch-me-not(F M)
» +538E) | RATPIRANRERNIFSSZRRE  BHET - FEFHEETHOEM - BRTERHRER R
BEHOBAAAEN REA BERIERIE |

There are three native Garden Balsams (Impatiens) in Taiwan, all of which are endemic species and can be seen all at once in Guanwu. Garden
Balsam is nicknamed as “touch-me-not’, which is very interesting and truthfuly reveals their personality. As they mature, their seed pots will burst
when being touched, sending their seeds flying and scattering. Their shapes are very unique, which only allows insects with special mouth
structures or biological designs to gain access to the nectar.

Impatiens
devolii tayemonii
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Impatiens devoli, discovered in 1973, was named With classic and elegant light purple petals,

after Mr. Charles E. Devol, a missionary, to Impatiens unifiora is mostly found nearby the
commemorate his contribution to the botanical field gullies outside of the cypress forest or under
in Taiwan. forests with dim sunlight.
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Its energetic and refreshing yellow flower is usually
spotted in places with sufficient sunlight.

With integrated forest, sophisticated ecological system and various
terrains and climates, Guanwu offers diverse habitats and thus is
abundant in wildife species. For mammals, there are Red-bellied
Tree Squirrel, Formosan Striped Squirrel, White-faced Fiying
Squirrel, Formosan Masked Civet, Formosan Macaque, Formosan
Serow, Formosan Lesser Weasel and so on. Itis also common to
see birds like Green-backed Tit, Red-headed Tit, Eurasian Nuthatch,
White-eared Sibia, Taiwan Yuhina, Formosan Laughing Thrush, Streere's
Liocichla, etc. Furthermore, large-sized Mikado Pheasant and Swinhoe's Pheasant
are so scarce that they would be the most amazing stars on the trails.
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Mikado Ph (Syrmati ikado)
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Mikado Pheasant is endemic to Taiwan and listed as an endangered species. Feeding on seeds,

leaves, fruits and worms in the soil, Mikado Pheasant is not good at flying and tends to inhabit the
Tower layer of the forest.
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The only access road to Guanwu, the Dalu Forest Road, is extremely fragile and
narrow; please drive mid to small-sized cars only. Large tourist buses are not
allowed to enter.
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*To protect water resources and forest environment, please leave no garbage in the
mountains.

3. A8  SRIEmEY 3
In order to protect natural resources, please do not capture wildlife, pick plants, or
break off tree twigs.
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Carving, cutting, o any behavior that might damage trees and faciliies is strictly
prohibited.
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Guanwu is a smoke-free zone. To prevent forest fires, camping, cooking, or BBQ
are strictly prohibited.
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Venomous snakes are occasionally spotted inside the forest recreation area, and
the fog may affect the view of drivers. Please follow the instructions and warning
signs, and watch out for your own safety at all times
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f you experience a minor injury, please go to the Visitor Center, where a basic first
aid kit and AED are prepared. If you suffer from injuries that cannot be handled by
yourself, please call the administration at 037-272917 for on-site assistance, or go to
nearby hospitals.
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Contact Information on Nearby Medical Facilities
RIGFB4FT03-5851005

Waufeng Township Health Center 03-5851005

LR RABRETAT4)B703-5062134

Taipei Veterans General Hospital Hsinchu Branch 03-5962134
AR B R B I B B 3R 4D $703-5943248
National Taiwan University Hospital Chutung Branch 03-5943248
7 SR R B 2 R B AT 17 43 £703-53261151
National Taiwan University Hospital Hsinchu Branch 03-5326151
RIPIERE BFR03-5261122

Nanmen General Hospital 03-5261122

AT E703-5348181

Hsinchu Armed Force Hospital 03-5348181
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Freeway NO.3— Zhulin Interchange— County Highway No.120—Zhudong
Town— County Highway No.122—> Qingquan—> Tuchang— Dalu Forest
Roadﬂ Guanwu National Forest Recreation Area
i HE-HE AROTEOR
§M)§ﬂlﬂ%%iﬁﬁm§il&
Hsinchu City—Expressway No.68—Zhudong Town—County Highway
No.122—Qingquan—Tuchang—Dalu Forest Road—Guanwu National
Forest Recreation Area
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Currently, there is no public transportation system available in this area.
Hsinchu Bus only reaches Qingquan. Visitors traveling to Guanwu,
please drive or take mid-size buses.
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Hsinchu(17km 30mins)—Zhudong(16km 30mins)—Wufeng(14km 30mins)—
Qingguan (2km 10mins)—Tuchang(26km 60mins)—Guanwu
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8hrs)—>Madala Creek
Shrs)—>Mt. Dabajian

4. BWHEEHRE Map
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Guanwu National Forest
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Madala Creek Trailhead
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